




Where Do I Start?
The first thing you’ll need to do to get started on your intellectual property 

protection is submit an invention disclosure form, online at www.uvapf.org, 

to the U.Va. Patent Foundation. (To request a hard copy of the form,  

call 434.924.2175 or e-mail patents@virginia.edu.)

The invention disclosure form is composed of a series of  

questions, which give you the opportunity to:

n   Describe your invention

n   Explain its impact

n   Highlight its commercial potential

n   List inventors, grants and related publications

The information you provide as a part of the  
invention disclosure form will be put to good use.  
A Patent Foundation licensing professional will use  
this information to assess the patentability and  
market potential of your invention. In addition,  
the information you provide could be used to file a  
provisional patent application on your research and  
introduce your invention to companies that may be  

interested in further developing the technology.

Connect With Our Faculty Experts

For personal advice from faculty members who are  

familiar with the technology transfer process, contact  

U.Va. Patent Foundation Faculty Advisory Committee (FAC)  

Chair John C. Herr, Ph.D., at 434.924.2007 or jch7k@virginia.edu.  

FAC members are happy to answer your questions about  

disclosures and the patenting process and also may be able to  

suggest experiments that could help strengthen your patent.



“Working with the Patent Foundation has been a great 
learning experience. Everyone has taken the time to carefully 

explain the process and discuss the various options that are 
available. Additionally, I greatly appreciate the cooperation 

and flexibility they have shown — especially when I am filing 
those last-minute invention disclosures!”

—Deborah A .  Lannigan,  Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Microbiology



	 A U.Va. Patent Foundation licensing professional will 
be assigned to you and will contact you regarding 
your invention disclosure.

Once you’ve submitted an invention disclosure form  
to the U.Va. Patent Foundation, what happens next?  
Every disclosure is unique, but here’s the gist:

	 The Patent Foundation’s in-house patent attorneys 
will likely file a provisional patent application on your 
technology, which later could be converted to a full 
U.S. or international patent application.

	 Your assigned Patent Foundation licensing 
professional will market your invention to companies 
that might be interested in licensing the technology 
and taking it to market.

	 From this point, one of three things can happen:

	 n	 A company will be interested in the technology, 	
	 and the Patent Foundation will negotiate a 		
	 license agreement with that company.

	 n	 You may create a start-up company to license 	
	 the technology (or license it to your own existing 	
	 start-up company).

	 n	 If no licensee is found, the rights to the invention 	
	 will typically be offered to the inventors, in case 	
	 they would like to try on their own to find a company 	
	 interested in further developing the technology.

What’s Next?

U.Va. and the Patent Foundation are supportive of faculty start-ups and 
their efforts to lead to the development of a dynamic, high-tech industry 
in Charlottesville. Visit www.spinnertech.com to find out more.?Interested in creating 

a start-up company 



“UVAPF staff have been  
outstanding and great  
people to work with in  

support of filing invention  
disclosures, patent filing,  

and providing visibility  
to the invention and its  

commercialization.”

—Mool C.  Gupta,  Ph.D.
Langley Distinguished Professor,  

Charles L.  Brown Department  
of Electrical and  

Computer Engineering

Did You Know … ?
Each U.Va. Patent Foundation licensing 

professional has an advanced degree 

in engineering or the sciences, and 

several are U.S. patent agents. Each 

patent attorney also has a scientific 

background. And the Patent Foundation’s 

executive director is both a Ph.D. 

scientist and a patent attorney.
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The University of Virginia Patent Foundation is located 
on the third floor of the Lewis & Clark building, just off 
the historic Downtown Mall. Limited visitor parking is 
available in the building parking lot, accessible from 
South Street, with street parking and pay lots nearby.

250 W. Main St., Suite 300
P.O. Box 800755
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434.924.2175
patents@virginia.edu
www.uvapf.org
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The UVAPF is going “green.”  This brochure was designed with eco-friendly dimensions to 
minimize waste and printed on Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper, by a certified printer.
The UVAPF is going “green.”  This brochure was designed with eco-friendly dimensions to 
minimize waste and printed on Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper, by a certified printer.xxxxxxxxxxxx


